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TEXAS ASM Plains Pest Management

GRILIFE
EXTENSION Ag & Research IPM 2025

Blayne Reed, Program
Specialist-IPM, Mid
High Plains and Upper
Rolling Plains

RELEVANCE

Production agriculture is the foundation of the economies of Hale and Swisher
Counties. Pests continually threaten production agriculture and persistently develop to
overcome existing control measures. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is an affective
and sustainable approach to pest management that uses a combination of evolving
control practices to maintain economic and environmental sustainability in production
agriculture. The Hale & Swisher IPM Program is an educational program that strives to
educate producers in Hale and Swisher County about the latest IPM principles and help
implement sound IPM control strategies into producer’s operations. Sorghum Pest [PM
education is an annual educational effort.

RESPONSE

The Plains Pest Management Association, made up of 22 participating grower
members and steered by a chairing committee and the IPM agent, made informing
the producers in Hale and Swisher Counties about the latest agriculture IPM
principles, control methods and options a priority in 2025.

PPM Field Scouting Program and Weekly Educational Outlets:

Weekly field scouting for insect, weed, and disease problems of the 22 participating
grower member's production fields with IPM education for each field scouted.

CROP ACRES

Corn (grain & silage) 1,049

Cotton 3,217
Sorghum (grain & silage) 652
Alfalfa 15

TOTAL 4,933

In addition to IPM education for the PPM Producers, information from the scouting
program are utilized for IPM alerts and producer education.

Unique Educational Outlets Highlights

% Plains Pest Management Newsletter.
» 14 Editions, 327 subscribers with additional social media views.

% Plains Pest Bugoshere (blog), Facebook, X, and Linkin with social media releases
% 5 mass media interviews and articles (3 radio, 2 newspaper)

% High Plains IPM Updates
» 18 updates with radio replay on All Ag, All Day Radio
» 227 weekly text subscribers plus additional social media releases and the
potential of 10,500 radio listeners
TEXAS A&M
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VALUE

Producer and Consultant
responders to the 2025
survey were asked if they
could assign a per acre crop
production $ value to all the
efforts of the IPM Program
and with how many acres
their work in agriculture
represent?

Producers and
Independent Crop
Consultant Acres
Responded with:

$54 42/Acre

F

126,498 Acres

$6.88
MILLION

In Producer and
Independent Crop

Consultant
surveyed value of
the Mid High Plains
and Upper Rolling
Plains IPM Program




Response
Highlights

Research Highlights

Wireworm Seed
Treatment Efficacy trial
Wireworm In-Furrow
Product Efficacy Trial
Entomopathogenic
nematode for
wireworm control in
cotton

Bollworm Bt Resistance
Sentinel Plot

Grain and Cotton Moth
Pest Population
monitoring

Phytogen Cotton
Variety Trial

Cotton Seed Bug
Distribution Study

CLH Monitor Team

PPM Scouting Program (Hale,
Swisher, & Floyd

68 fields

2 field scouts

1 technician

3 new cooperating
PPM members

Presentation Highlights
Adult Presentations

Agrilife Producer
Meetings (120 contacts)
Co-Hosted Field Scout
School (14 contacts)
Hosted Field Day (16
contacts)

Professional Presentations

2 Posters (Co-Author)
2 Presentations (1
Author, 1 Co-Author)

TEXAS ASM
AGRI LIFE
EXTENSION

2025 Field Day

Evaluation Strategy

A retrospective post evaluation instrument was distributed online to the subscribers of the
Plains Pest Management Newsletter and was posted for all viewers of the Plains Pest
Bugoshere (blog) and other social media outlets to respond to. In addition, a retrospective
post survey was distributed at the Mid-Plains Crops Conference, Mid Plains Field Day, and
active listeners to the IPM Audio Updates.

RESULTS

Responders to the 2025 end of season PPM survey indicated:

% 100% of responders indicated adopting a new recommended IPM practice this year with

64.71% indicating an improved economic result.

» 74% indicated this improvement came from timelier pest control, 53% from improved
pest life cycle understanding and alerts, 42% from reduced pesticide use, 32% from
timely agronomic information, 26% for reduced agronomic inputs, and 26% for new
practice implementation.

100% of responders said the program met their expectations or better (32% met, 37%

exceeded, 32% far exceeded).

$54.42 per acre value of the IPM Program with 126,498 producer and consultant acres

represented for an impact of $6,884,021 by the program.
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Responders to the Mid-Plains Ag Expo retrospective survey indicated:

An 89.2% improvement in corn leafthopper identification ability.

80.6% intentioned to adopt improved fleahopper thresholds in cotton

Expected a $9.83 return on the education offered representing 37,400 acres. This
calculates to an impact of $367,642 for this event.
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Responders to the 2025 Mid-Plains Field Day survey indicated:

% 100% learned new IPM practices and information with 67% intending to apply the new
information.

They expect a $13.50 per acre return on attendance representing 16,058 acres. This
calculates to an impact of $216,783 for this field day.
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Responders to the 2025 IPM Audio Update survey indicated:
% 91% indicated they implemented a new IPM practice from recommendations.
¢ An $18.62 per acre value for a represented 324,984 acres for an impact of $6,051,202

impact for the team effort.

Summary

These results indicate that the IPM Program is proving to have both positive economic impacts
and is advancing IPM education and ag sustainability in the area. If the survey $54.42 per
production acre estimate of the value of the IPM Program is multiplied by the 126,498 survey
represented production acres, a $6,884,021 IPM Program impact figure emerges.

The Program is proving not only important to the area agriculture economy but is a significant in
its maintenance, function, and advancement.

For More Information:
Blayne Reed
Program Specialist - IPM

“Texas A&M AgrilLife is the UL of
Production Agriculture. | do not use
a recommendation or product unless
they, especially Blayne, has tested
and tried it first.”
Ronald Groves, PPM President

blayne.reed@ag.tamu.edu

0:806-291-5267
M:806-292-1496

Extension programs of Texas AgniLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin,
age, disability, genetic information, veteran status. sexual orientation, gender identity or any other classification protected by federal, state
or local law The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas

AGRILIFEEXTENSION.TAMU.EDU
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2025 IPM Education for

Homeowners, Gardeners, and Youth

Blayne Reed, Program
Specialist-IPM, Mid
High Plains and Upper
Rolling Plains

RELEVANCE

Pests affect all aspects of human life. Pests continually threaten production
agriculture, stored grain, human health, households, and even the stored foods in
our pantries. Meanwhile, these same pests persistently develop to overcome
existing pest control measures. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) has a forty plus

year history of proven environmentally sound and effective approaches to pest

management by utilizing a combination of established principles and evolving specific
control practices to maintain pest control. The Plains Pest Management IPM
Program is an educational program that strives to educate the producers and citizens
of Hale and Swisher Counties about the IPM principles and the latest IPM control
methods to help implement IPM into our daily pest control strategies.

RESPONSE

®,
o

The Plains Pest Management Association, made up of 22 participating grower
members and steered by a chairing committee and the IPM Program Specialist,
made informing the general populace of the Mid-High Plains and Upper Rolling
Plains about IPM principles and implementation into our daily pest control

habits one of the IPM Program’s focus in 2025. The year’s activities included:
Unique Regional Educational Outlet Highlights

1-on-1 Educational Interactions Solving Local Home and Horticultural IPM
Issues :
» 29 site visits for IPM questions.
» 18 office visits.
» 27 insect photo or specimen identifications.
» 19 phone calls
Plains Pest Bugoshere (blog), Facebook, X, and Linkin with social media releases
Specific to home and garden IPM education
» 14 articles or releases (1,736 views)
e 2 original articles written
12 shared IPM information
2 articles/interviews (Plainview Daily Herald & Swisher News)
» 1 mosquito article written
» 1linterview about pests in the backyard
Plains Pest Newsletter
» 3articles, sections, or links dedicated to home and garden IPM
Grasshopper (July 18) original
» Mosquito / West Nile (July 18)
Hale County Ag Fair
> 203 4™ grade youth introduced to entomology
» 23 teachers & parents
1 PPM Intern Trained in IPM weekly.
Leadership Plainview interpretation and “Bed Bug Prevention” presentation.
» 38 Adult Contacts

TR
o e
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Economic Impact of
Homeowner and

Gardener IPM
Education

Economic and Health Impacts
of the IPM Educational efforts
of the program were
attempted in the 2024 PPM
End of Year Survey. The
Producer, Consultant, Ag
Industry, and homeowner
responders to the Survey
indicated:

$27.46 /
Adult 1-on-1

Contact

Hour of

il

Hale ounty 4t graders being introduced
to entomology at the 2025 Hale County
Ag Fair.
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4.-H Entomology
Highlights

Insect Photography Contest
¥ Superintendent and
Judge
» 30 entries
» Remote, State-wide
Contest
4-H Entomology ID Contest
» District 2 Contest
Assistant Superintendent
» Hale, Swisher, & Floyd
Counties coach
» 7 Youth competitors
trained (11 practices)
» Hale County Sr. Team
e State Competing
e 1% Place District
Individual
» Hale County individual
e 1% Place District
Individual
» Hale County Jr. Team
e 1% Place District
Team
e 3"Place District
Individual
Reviewer and 3" Coauthor of
2025 Revision of the State 4-
H Entomology Competition

Brady Baker, Hale County Sr.

4-Her, placed 1* at the District
Insect ID contest and 3™ in the

TEXAS AGM
AGRI LIFE

State Insect Photography
Contest

EXTENSION

Evaluation Strategy

A retrospective post evaluation instrument was distributed online to the subscribers of the
Plains Pest Management Newsletter and was posted for all viewers of the Plains Pest
Bugoshere (blog) and other social media outlets to respond and the Leadership Plainview
attendees were surveyed about the new IPM Education learned

RESULTS

Responders to the 2025 end of season PPM survey were asked:
*» How important and impactful are the efforts in training youth in natural science to be
future productive citizens and leaders?

0.00%

m Not AtAll Important,
No Impact

m Slightly Important,
Limited Impact

m Moderately Important,
Moderate Impact

m Very Important, High
Impact

m Extremely Important,
Lifelong Impact

» 100% Indicated some importance and positive impacts with 61.1% indicating the
youth education as extremely important with a lifelong impact.

%+ Leadership Plainview attendees indicated:
» That 100% indicated intentions to adopt newly learned Bed bug and mosquito IPM
practices at home and when traveling.

Summary

The IPM Program’s efforts in horticulture, homeowner, gardening, and youth IPM education
received high marks from the predominantly agriculture sector responders and the Leadership
Plainview attendees. While agriculture remains the focus of the program, benefits are being
made in terms of IPM education to the general public with impacts ranging from improved
human health through training youth to be the leaders and scientist of tomorrow.

For More Information:
Blayne Reed

Program Specialist - IPM

0:806-291-5267
M:806-292-1496
blayne.reed@ag.tamu.edu

Extension programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex. religion, national origin.
age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other classification protected by federal, state
or local law The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of A issil

AGRILIFEEXTENSION.TAMU.EDU

lrure, and the County C Courts of Texas




Blayne Reed, Program
Specialist-IPM, Mid
High Plains and Upper
Rolling Plains
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Grain Crop Pests 2025

RELEVANCE

Production agriculture is the foundation of the economies of the Mid High Plains and

Upper Rolling Plains region, and grain crops are an important crop of the region. Pests
both known and invasive, continually threaten production agriculture and persistently
develop to overcome existing control measures. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is
an affective and sustainable approach to pest management that uses a combination of

VALUE

Producer and Consultant
responders to the 2025 survey
were asked if they could

evolving control practices to maintain economic and environmental sustainability in
production agriculture. This IPM Program strives to educate producers in the region
about the latest IPM principles and help implement sound IPM control strategies into
producer’s operations. Grain Pest IPM education is an annual educational effort but
found added relevance with new grain pests to the region and new diseases
transmitting through area crops that are both little understood.

RESPONSE

The Plains Pest Management Association, made up of 22 participating grower
members in Hale, Swisher, and Floyd Counties and steered by a chairing committee
and the IPM agent, made informing the producers in the region about the latest
grain pest IPM principles, control methods, invasive species, and options a priority in
2025.

PPM Field Scouting Program Grain Crop Pests Weekly Education and Pest Status

Updates:

Weekly field scouting for insect, weed, and disease problems of the 22 participating

grower member’s production grain fields with IPM education for each grain field

scouted. During the 2025 season, 26 grain fields were included in the scouting
program representing 1,701 intensely scouted grain crop acres with an additional

560 wheat survey scouted acres with education and IPM recommendations for each

field, each week directly to the producers.

In addition to IPM education for the PPM Producers, data from the scouting

program relating to pests status are utilized for region wide IPM alerts and producer

education throughout.

Unique Regional Educational Outlets Highlights

% Plains Pest Management Newsletter.

» 14 Editions, 327 subscribers with additional social media views. All with
sections focused on grain pest status, scouting tips, threshold information,
and pests to watch for the upcoming week and crop stages.

High Plains Weekly IPM Audio Updates, all with Grain Crop Pest information

generated from the local scouting program and crop status

» 18 updates with radio replay on All Ag, All Day Radio

» 227 weekly text subscribers plus additional social media releases and the
potential of 10,500 radio listeners

3
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the PPM Newsletter, IPM Updates, and additional IPM Grain Crop Educational
materiel.
% 5 mass media interviews and articles (3 radio, 2 newspaper)

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

AGRILIFEEXTENSION.TAMU.EDU

Plains Pest Bugoshere (blog), Facebook, X, and Linkin with social media releases of

assign a per acre crop
production $ value to all the
efforts of the IPM Program
and How many acres they
represent?

Producers and Independent

Crop Consultant Acres
Responded with:

$54.42/Acre

For

66,347 Corn,

22,830 Sorghum
24,142 Wheat

Acres

$6,202,889.55

value of Grain Crop
Pest Education for




Grain Crop Teamwork

9,
o

Highlights

External Teamwork
Highlights

>

Invasive wheat pest
monitoring grant
proposal — coauthor
Adult Moth Grain Pest
Population monitoring
* Texas Corn Producers

Internal Teamwork

Highlights

» Corn Leafhopper Audio
Update Sharing

» High Plains IPM Audio
Update participation
with weekly grain crop
inputs

» Texas Wheat Pest Guide
revision inputs as co-
author inputs

» Grain crop disease

vector search, field
work, and paper efforts-
coauthor

Adult Grain Pest Team
Presentations

>

>
>

Mid-Plains Ag Expo,
Plainview

TAIA, Dumas

2025 Mid-Plains Field
Day, Tulia

2025 CLH in Hale
County

TEXAS A&M.

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

Evaluation Strategy

A retrospective post evaluation instrument was distributed online to the subscribers of the
Plains Pest Management Newsletter and was posted for all viewers of the Plains Pest
Bugoshere (blog) and other social media outlets to respond. In addition, a retrospective post
survey was distributed at the Mid-Plains Crops Conference, Mid Plains Field Day, and active
listeners to the IPM Audio Updates.

RESULTS

Responders to the 2025 end of season PPM survey indicated:

++ 100% of responders indicated adopting a new recommended IPM practice this year with

64.71% indicating an improved economic result.
» 74% indicated this improvement came from timelier pest control, 53% from
improved pest life cycle understanding and alerts, 42% from reduced pesticide use,
32% from timely agronomic information, 26% for reduced agronomic inputs, and
26% for new practice implementation.
++ 100% of responders said the program met their expectations or better (32% met, 37%
exceeded, 32% far exceeded).
++ $54.42 per acre value of the Total IPM Program’s 2025 efforts.

Responders to the Mid-Plains Ag Expo retrospective survey indicated:
++ Expected a $9.83 return on the education offered representing 37,400 grain acres. This
calculates to an impact of $367,642 for this event.

++ 89.2% indicated an improvement on their ability to identify corn leafhoppers.

Responders to the 2025 Mid-Plains Field Day survey indicated:
++ 100% of responders indicated learning new grain crop IPM information during that

section.

Responders to the 2025 IPM Audio Update survey indicated:

++ A $26.96 corn per acre value, $15.71 sorghum per acre value, and $11.07 wheat per acre
for the Audio Updates

K2

%+ They represented 99,546 acres of corn, 68,165 acres sorghum, and 40,020 acres of
t
Suffifiary

Economic forces moved grower interest towards grain crops this year at the same time regional
grain experienced new pests and disease challenges. Texas A&M Agrilife’s responsibility as lead
educators and problem solvers was tested. Through the program’s teamwork from throughout
the Agrilife system, the sharing of State level information, and locally generated data proved to
better guide the growers in the Mid-Plains and Upper Rolling Plains through these challenges to
an improved economic impact. This Program, as a portion of the AgriLife system, proved not
only important to the area agriculture economy but is a significant in its maintenance, function,
and advancement.

(o

For More Information:
Blayne Reed

Program Specialist - IPM

0:806-291-5267
M:806-292-1496
blayne.reed@ag.tamu.edu

Extension programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion. national origin.

age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other classification protected by federal, state AGRILIFEEXTENSION.TAMU.EDU
or local law The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the Couary Commissioners Courts of Texas



TEXAS ASM Crop Scouting Education

GRILIFE
EXTENSION 2025

Blayne Reed, Program
Specialist-IPM, Mid
High Plains and Upper
Rolling Plains

RELEVANCE

Production agriculture is the foundation of the economies of the Mid-High Plains
and Upper Rolling Plains. Pests continually threaten production agriculture and
persistently develop to overcome existing control measures. Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) is an affective and sustainable approach to pest management
that uses a combination of evolving control practices to maintain economic and
environmental sustainability in production agriculture. Crop scouting, conducted
properly, is critical to implementing IPM plans and applying control measures. The
Mid-High Plains and Upper Rolling Plains IPM Program is an educational program
that strives to educate producers in the region about the latest IPM principles and
help implement sound IPM control strategies into producer’s operations. Educating
early career professionals, county agents, and youth seeking careers in agriculture
about proper field scouting techniques is viewed as critical to the future and
sustainabilitv of the ag industrv in the area.

RESPONSE

The Plains Pest Management Association, made up of 22 participating grower
members and steered by a chairing committee and the IPM agent, made educating
early career professional about the latest crop field scouting techniques,
agronomic principles, insect pest and beneficial identification, and sustainable [PM
management principles a priority in 2025 for the region.

“ Field Crop Scout School for Cotton, Corn, Sorghum.
» Held and co-hosted in rotation between Plainview (Reed), Muleshoe
(Thobe), and Lubbock (Vyavhare/Porter) with pathology training (Obasa).

e Muleshoe May 29, 2025

e 14 attendees (7 field scouts, 5 AgriLife personnel, 2 Industry
personnel

e Introduction level training for Insect pest, beneficial, agronomic
growth habits, weed, and disease identification for cotton, corn,
and sorghum

“ PPM Field Scouting Program
» Weekly scout training for 2 2025 PPM employees.

e Trained weekly.

e Agronomic stage training for stage specific target insect pests,
beneficials, weeds, agronomic measurements and staging,
irrigation scheduling, and disease identification.

e 4,933 acres of cotton, corn, sorghum, and alfalfa

% Plains Pest Management Newsletter.
» 14 Editions, 327 subscribers with additional social media views.

e Each edition highlighted pest status, expected pests for current
crop stages, shared threshold education from the Texas A&M
AgriLife Guides, and utilized photos to aid in scouting

< High Plains IPM Updates
» 18 updates with radio replay on All Ag, All Day Radio

e Short and practical instructions included with each crop discussed

on helpful scouting hints.

TEXAS A&M
AGRIL[FE AGRILIFEEXTENSION.TAMU.EDU
EXTENSION

VALUE

Responders to the
2024 Field Scout
School Survey
indicated a per
acre value to the
school at:

$41-50/acres

For the
responders
estimated

91,100 Acres

they expected to
scout for the
season

2025 PPM Field Scout at
work






