
110 
 

HALE COUNTY 

January 4, 2022 | ISSUE 6 

 

THE GRAZE 
 

  
IN THIS ISSUE: 

PRECONDITIONING CALF 
MANAGEMENT FIRST 
HEALTH – 2 
 
REPRODUCTIVE DISEASES 
IN CATTLE – 3 
 
FALL AND WINTER 
HEALTH PROBLEMS IN 
COW-CALF HERDS – 7 
 
HOUSE PASSES 
IMPORTANT MARKET 
TRANSPARENCY 
LEGISLATION – 11 
 
MARE AND FOAL ONLINE 
WORKSHOP – 12 
 

Red Hot Lamb Market Fueling 
Strong Optimism in U.S. 
Sheep Industry 
BY MONTANA AG NETWORK & WESTERN AG NETWORK 

 Sheep producers across the nation are enjoying some of the highest 
prices for their lambs in years. The American Sheep Industry 
Association’s president Susan Schultz from DeGraff, OH says this is 
fueling continued optimism across the entire U.S. sheep industry. 

“It's unbelievable,” said Schultz. “We thought the last two years were 
going to be really rough and instead it's just been wonderful. The 
prices are great. But I think the story that we need to talk about is that 
consumption of lamb is up. So, the future looks really bright for people 
to get into the sheep industry. We only provide 50 percent of the lamb 
that's consumed in the United States. And with consumption up, we 
have the opportunities are endless.” 

 

A quarterly newsletter with livestock and agronomy updates. 



She says on the wool side, ASI is very 
proud of their American Wool Assurance 
programs that’s consumer driven. 

“The consumer is demanding that they 
know that whatever they purchase those 
animals are well taken care of and they're 
cared for humanely,” said Schultz. “The 
American wool assurance is part of that 
program. We take very good care of our 
animals. We manage them humanely, 
and I can assure you that this wool 
comes from a flock that's managed that 
you would be proud of. And it's consumer 
driven.” 

For more information, both producers and consumers can visit www.americanwoolassurance.org. 

Source: Montana Ag Network & Western Ag Network 

 

Ron Gill - Preconditioning Calf Management - 
First Health - YOUTUBE 
RANCHTV AT TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-AO4H-HaDxs&list=PLIITU9YR3y_YFyakHNz2jAeBPAcF6QtrR&index=10 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(https://youtu.be/20myUkijQ4s) 

http://www.americanwoolassurance.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-AO4H-HaDxs&list=PLIITU9YR3y_YFyakHNz2jAeBPAcF6QtrR&index=10
https://youtu.be/20myUkijQ4s
https://youtu.be/20myUkijQ4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-AO4H-HaDxs&list=PLIITU9YR3y_YFyakHNz2jAeBPAcF6QtrR&index=10


 
 

 

  

https://animalscience.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/beef-reproductive-diseases-in-cattle.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2lheqZWvBpxO0mahHnuhpN5JgPiFUGoFpcLWfBiUoIgBXW-hwjIDIwMDg
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https://animalscience.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/beef-fall-winter-health-problems.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2qwCQ68FUxnHzhLcDTtf5bEr8uTVIDqHn8ETuxsloi50Dp3Fnb0mpNmbQ
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House Passes Important Market 
Transparency Legislation for Cattle 
Producers 

NCBA 

 

On Wednesday, the U.S. House voted to pass two NCBA-supported pieces of legislation that are critical 
to providing producers with greater transparency in the cattle markets. 

The House voted 418-9 to advance H.R. 5290, introduced by House Agriculture Committee Chairman 
David Scott (D-GA). This legislation, which was supported by Ranking Member Glenn "G.T." Thompson 
(R-PA) and unanimously approved by the Committee, would extend authorization for livestock mandatory 
reporting (LMR) through September 30, 2022. 

The authorization for LMR — the most important tool cattle producers have for understanding 
transactions and trends in the cattle markets — is currently set to expire along with federal funding on 
February 18, 2022. 

By an overwhelming vote of 411-13, the House also passed the Cattle Contract Library Act of 
2021. NCBA secured the introduction of this bipartisan legislation in October, led by Rep. Dusty Johnson 
(R-SD) and Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-TX).  

“The fact that House Agriculture Committee Chairman Scott and Ranking Member Thompson have both 
been vocal champions for LMR reauthorization is yet another indication of the broad-base support this 
measure has among producers across the country. LMR is absolutely essential to fair, competitive, and 
transparent cattle markets. We appreciate Chairman Scott's leadership, and the heavy engagement we 
have seen from both sides of the committee on this issue. We also thank Rep. Johnson and Rep. Cuellar 
for their work to equip producers with vital market data through a cattle contract library,” said NCBA 
President Jerry Bohn. 

https://ncba.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ac0220907d479b33ff07dbbc&id=3f8c16bfb8&e=9beebb3603


The creation of a cattle contract library and the reauthorization of LMR are both widely supported across 
the cattle and beef industry. When livestock groups met in Phoenix earlier this year to identify common 
goals and priorities, those two measures were agreed upon as urgent. 

NCBA left that meeting and immediately set to work advancing these proposals. We upheld our commitment 
to the industry, even when R-CALF changed their tune and refused to support these viable, popular 
solutions. 

BACKGROUND 

NCBA has long advocated for increased transparency in the cattle and beef supply chain. 

In October 2021, NCBA Vice President and South Dakota rancher Todd Wilkinson testified before the 
House Agriculture Committee and underscored the need for greater transparency in live cattle markets. 

In August 2021, NCBA succeeded in pushing USDA to make more market data publicly available. The 
agency began publishing a new daily report on the foundational prices used in cattle market formulas, 
grids, and contracts, and a new weekly report on the volume of cattle purchased at each different level of 
pricing. 

In June 2021, NCBA led a letter with the support of more than 36 state affiliate groups urging Congress to 
act on the reauthorization of LMR. LMR is the legislative mandate that requires large meat processors to 
regularly report information on their transactions, such as the price they pay for livestock and the volume 
of purchases.  

Source: NCBA 

 

Mare and Foal Workshop available now 
online 
HORSE OWNERS CAN GAIN INSIGHT ON CARE, FOALING PROCESS 

BY KAY LEDBETTER 

Horse owners and managers can learn about important topics related to managing the broodmare and 
foal by attending the online Mare and Foals Workshop, presented by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service on AgriLife Learn. 

Horse owners and breeding managers who might need extra guidance in the foaling process, along with 
some practical guidelines, are invited to access the course. The course cost is $75 and is available 
at https://tx.ag/MareFoalWorkshop. 

The content was developed by industry experts and is presented by instructors Jennifer Zoller, Ph.D., and 
Chelsie Huseman, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension horse specialists in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Science’s Department of Animal Science, Bryan-College Station. 

https://ncba.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ac0220907d479b33ff07dbbc&id=bf7fdcd89b&e=9beebb3603
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/
https://tx.ag/MareFoalWorkshop
https://aglifesciences.tamu.edu/
https://aglifesciences.tamu.edu/
https://animalscience.tamu.edu/


Those taking the course will learn about the 
foaling process, including predicting and 
preparing for foal arrival, postpartum 
placental evaluation, proper nutrition for a 
pregnant mare and foal, and vaccination 
programs for the broodmare and foal. There 
will also be information on vaccination 
administration guidelines. 

INSTRUCTORS PROVIDE MUTIPLE 
TRAININGS 

Huseman conducts education across the 
state for adults and youth through seminars, 
short courses and other educational 
programs. Her research interests are in the 
areas of skeletal adaptation to exercise and 
equine reproduction management. Her most recent work includes testing whole-body vibration and its 
effect on the skeleton and new technologies for semen analysis. 

Zoller provides statewide leadership for planning, implementing, conducting and evaluating AgriLife 
Extension education programs in equine sciences. She provides leadership with the State 4-H Horse 
Show, Texas Horse Help mobile application and horse judging competitions across the state. Her 
research interests include energy balance, manipulating the body condition of the exercising horse to 
maximize nutrition programs, and the health benefits of participating in equine activities. 

EQUINE REPRODUCTIVE SHORT COURSE 

Huseman and Zoller also conduct the annual Texas A&M Equine Reproductive Management Short 
Course designed for owners and breeding managers who want to learn the most efficient methods for 
ensuring the success of their breeding programs. 

This interactive, three-day short course will be held Jan. 12-14 at the Texas A&M University Thomas G. 
Hildebrand Equine Complex, 3240 F&B Road, College Station. The in-person course is limited to 12 
people, and the fee is $700. However, this course is also available online for $300 
at https://tx.ag/EquineReproShortCourse. 

For more information, email chelsie.huseman@tamu.edu or jennifer.zoller@tamu.edu or call 979-845-
5264. 

 

 

 

 

 

(A mare grazes on lush green grass with her foal by her 
side. (Texas A&M AgriLife photo by Tamara Garza) 
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225 Broadway, Suite 6 
Plainview, TX 79072 
 
806-291-5267 
 
amhart@ag.tamu.edu 
 
Hale County Agriculture 
 
http://hale.agrilife.org 
 
All Ag, All Day 
900 AM KFLP 

Andy Hart, Ph.D. 

Hale County Extension 
Agent-AG/NR 

 

Shane Berry 
Greg Cronholm 
Chance Crossland 
Donald Ebeling 
Steven Ebeling 
Shelly Fuston 

 

Hale County Ag Committee: 

Phillip Kidd 
Mark Mahagan 
Joe Mustian 
Leo Ruijne 
Mark True 
Robert Unterkircher 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and 
employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
disability, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 
If you need any type of accommodation to participate in this program or have questions 
about the physical access provided, please contact Hale County Extension Office at (806) 
291-5267 two weeks prior to the program or event. 
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