
General Status 

 Fields have been making great progress in the heat this week, even the late ones.  As we 

moved through the week, we found more open bolls consistently and consistently fewer cotton 

insects until most of our cotton scouting was just making sure the fields were not at risk from the 

usual suspects and covering late agronomic needs.  For all but a few cotton fields, harvest aids will 

be the next major consideration, and that concern is almost upon us already.  There are still plenty 

of pest concerns in our late corn and sorghum fields as harvest is well underway for our earliest 

planted grain fields.  Drought creeps back into our lives just as we start preparing for wheat planting 

and try to finish fields out. 
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Cotton 

 As of this week we only have a couple of really lush and rank fields that are not at absolute cut-out.  These fields are a deep 

concern with an unknown freeze date looming.  These fields were already pretty well-watered that had the misfortune of having 

locally heavy rainfall of 3-5 inches at inopportune time keeping them overly lush.  Even though irrigation has been off for several 

weeks, these fields just will not shut down and will need special attention as we face harvest aid season right around the corner.  

Meanwhile just a few miles away we have dryland that is so dry that they are being turned into insurance as drought disasters that 

have not seen a drop since early July after getting off to a solid if not late wet start.  On the whole, most of the fields that I felt would 

need special attention and conditioning to have any chance of being harvest ready in time look to be fine baring a very early freeze 

thanks to the conditions these past few weeks. 

 It has been almost a week since we found a bollworm egg or worms in our PPM cotton.  There are also very few fields I feel 

worms or Lygus could damage from this point on.  That being said, I am still noting eggs and young worms establishing in corn.  

There is a chance that on the lushest of cotton this next week, worms could establish on fruit that has little chance of making and 

develop into a large enough worm to damage harvestable fruit.  I suggest if you have any field falling into this category, we continue 

to scout just to make sure.   

Our final data, in terms of bollworms per acre, from our BASF Bt Sentinel Plots tell the full story of bollworms this year.  It 

was another light year with even the non-Bt plots not reaching ET.  There were plenty of host crop distractions for the 

worms again this year.  It also shows the danger in bollworms represent for all Bt technologies. All fields need to be scouted 

regardless of year despite  some benefits to these extra technology controls. 



 While I feel worms and Lygus will not be bothering 90% or better of our cotton for the remainder of the year, I do intend 

to give a bit more scouting time devoted to pests this harvest aid season starting very soon.  There are two reasons for this: 

1. Stink bugs.  The stink bug population in the area has been much higher than ‘normal’ in our area this year.  While we have 

not treated any in the area I am aware of, these pests are highly mobile and have proven to congregate on older bolls causing 

either boll rot or hard lock.  I intend to continue getting a few drop cloths and pay close attention to cotton during my first 

few weeks of harvest aid evaluations.  If, for whatever reason, I feel any field is at risk for stink bugs, we will be initiating 

boll dissection to determine if the damage being caused will be economic.  This scouting technique for stink bugs is com-

mon for our friends farther south where stink bugs are an annual issue and can be found on page 16 and 17 of our Managing 

Cotton Insect in Texas guide: https://agrilifecdn.tamu.edu/texaslocalproduce-2/files/2018/07/Managing-Cotton-Insects

-in-Texas.pdf 

2. Cotton aphids.  Aphids are a potential pest in late season cotton from honey dew accumu-

lation on cotton lint and open bolls.  Our threshold is around 12 aphids per leaf.  We 

have had an unusually high population for aphids over the last month considering there 

were few bollworm treatments made.  This population was generally light with a few 

exceptions and has mostly been controlled until aphids are now hard to find.  With cool-

er nights, late fertilizer applications made, and beneficials leaving fields for the next po-

tential buffet, aphids could easily resurge. 

Cotton Aphids from Hale County 

earlier this season. 

https://agrilifecdn.tamu.edu/texaslocalproduce-2/files/2018/07/Managing-Cotton-Insects-in-Texas.pdf
https://agrilifecdn.tamu.edu/texaslocalproduce-2/files/2018/07/Managing-Cotton-Insects-in-Texas.pdf


Corn and Sorghum 

 Our oldest corn has been drying down for harvest for 2 weeks now while our youngest reached early dough this week.  The 

oldest of our late planted corn should be seeing silage cutters moving their way as I write this.  Disease, namely Southern rust, was 

again our largest concern this week.  Over the weekend last week, several 

fields entering dent increased in disease coverage by jumping 20% higher from 

the previous 25% coverage last week.  We could not allow this damage to 

increase, even this late in crop development and three fields were treated.  In 

most of our other fields this, and other, corn diseases are harder to find.  Spi-

der mites are still in most fields, but seem to be loosing ground to beneficials 

and mite diseases.  We did note some two-spotted mites moving in some fields in a few 

spots.  These pests will generally move from top down, as opposed to the Banks grass mite 

that moves from lower leaves up.  Other corn pests were very hard to spot this week. 

 Our oldest sorghum is at black line and drying down for harvest while our youngest 

is just now in a very late bloom but we have fields in most stages in between.  The sugarcane aphid populations still seem to be crash-

ing in our fields and not returning.  This does leave several of our sorghum fields as ‘untreated’ for the year.  Headworms were very 

light in our sorghum fields this week as predators move up the plant from cleaning up treated or sub-ET SCA providing control and 

our limited worm populations seem more attracted to late corn.  Midge are still an issue for any field still in bloom.  Several of our 

latest fields were found with treatable populations of midge this week.  Our highest midge population came in at 1.38 midge per 

head.  Lygus are very common in our sorghum, especially once the grain starts to show color.  Our best ET estimates hints show that 

there should be about 12 Lygus per head.  Our highest fields came in at around 7 per head with most having less than 3.  Stink bugs 

remain a common find, but also not near economic levels.  Banks grass mites are in most fields, and moving up the plant, but this is 

most likely due to heat stress rather than damaging populations.  Several of 

our lower input fields that are moving into hard dough are struggling in the 

heat.  Some pockets, especially the pockets that once held higher SCAs, might 

be sacrificing some stalk integrity to finish out their grain.  A light water in-

vestment in the high heat might be recommendable in these situations if possi-

ble.   

Southern Rust from late last week that required treatment. 

Our youngest PPM corn this week. 

Our youngest sorghum, still in bloom, required midge 

treatment this week. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you at the Hale, Swisher, Floyd Cotton Field Day!!! 

September 22, 2021 

Watch for details or Call 806-291-5267 

 

Blayne Reed 

AgriLife Extension Service / Texas Pest 
Management Association 

  
225 Broadway, Suite 6 
Plainview, TX 79072 

Tel: 806.291.5267 
Fax: 806.291.5266 

E-mail: Blayne.Reed@ag.tamu.edu 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will pro-

vide equal opportunities in programs and 

activities, education, and employment to all 

persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, 

national origin, age, disability, genetic infor-

mation, veteran status, sexual orientation or 

gender identity and will strive to achieve full 

and equal employment opportunity throughout 

Texas A&M AgriLife. The information given 

herein is for educational purposes only. Refer-

ences to commercial products or trade names 

is made with the understanding that no dis-

crimination is intended and no endorsement by 

the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is 

implied nor does it imply its approval to the 

exclusion of other products that also may be 

suitable. 

We’re ONLINE 

  
find current and past  

Newsletters and IPM Reports   

as well as out latest  

High Plains Weekly IPM 

“Radio” Podcast  

at Plains Pest 

Bugosphere  
https://

halecountyipm.blogspot.com 

For quicker pest alerts 

register at 

Pest Patrol Hotline 
www.syngentapestpatrol.com   

 

Listen to us on the Radio  

https://www.facebook.com/Plains-Pest-Management-for-Hale-Swisher-199278620682556/
https://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/
https://agrilife.org/lubbock/files/2020/06/High_Plains_6.3.2020.mp3
https://agrilife.org/lubbock/files/2020/06/High_Plains_6.3.2020.mp3
https://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/
https://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/
http://www.syngentapestpatrol.com
https://www.facebook.com/Plains-Pest-Management-for-Hale-Swisher-199278620682556/
https://twitter.com/PlainsPestMgmt

