
General Status 

 It has been a muggy, mosquito filled, 

wild week.  No one has complained about the 

rain, but the pest and weed pressure is 

certainly up.  The crops of all types are living 

up the moisture and humid days, but so is everything 

else.  One of our Plains Pest Management growers 

this morning shared a quote from his grandfather that 

seems to ring true today, “When it rains in West 

Texas, it means a lot of work needs to be done.”  .”  

There certainly a lot of things to address in this year’s 

crop, but it might not seem so pressing if we did not have a crop 

to protect.  Yet, it remains a long way to the finish line. 

Cotton 

 We were finally able to reach all our scouting program 

fields that the rains last week held us from reaching.  We were not always thrilled with what we 

found.  Our cotton ranged in stage from pinhead square up to 3/4 grown square.  Most fields came 

in around 1/4 to 1/3 grown square.  Our oldest fields have a respectable chance of sporting their 

first blooms by next week, if we can hang onto the squares. 

 Fleahoppers are the news of the week.  So far we have about 40% of our cotton fields 

reaching economic threshold (ET) for this plant bug.  This could end up being one of the biggest 

pest ‘out breaks’ we have seen in several seasons here in Hale & Swisher County.  That speaks to 

the desperate need to be scouting fields for this pest and the square drop they can cause but also just 

how light the pests have been recently as we are far from needing to treat every acre.  I do not think 

we will be treating every cotton acre, but I also believe we are a long way from our last ET 

fleahopper concern at this time.  
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Southern Hale County cotton this week. 



Our fleahopper populations by utilizing the drop cloth 

method ranged from 1 fleahopper per 0.4 row feet up to 1 fleahop-

per per 32 row feet.  No field was completely without a fleahopper 

population and most fields were a mix of adults and nymphs with 

most nymphs being freshly hatched.  The ET for fleahoppers is gen-

erally around 1 fleahopper per 2-3 row feet.  The ET for these, or 

any, plant bug is not based solely upon their population.  There 

needs to be associated square drop.  Our fields ranged from a mea-

ger 2% up to a ridiculous 53% where rains and road conditions had 

kept us away for far too long.  Cotton having a few weeks of squar-

ing completed should not have more than 10-15% square drop ide-

ally as some natural drop will occur.  Most of our treatable fields 

with fleahopper issues were running between 20% and 35%, up 

significantly from last week’s 2%-10%.   

 We also came across the odd Lygus and even rarer stink 

bug this week, but far and away the largest concern for the area are 

the fleahoppers.  If present, they should be overshadowing the al-

ready understood weed issues we are scrambling to maintain con-

trol on and the PGR and fertilizer needs we are addressing as needed.  For some quick tips on scouting for plant bugs, here are a few 

links to our fleahoper and Lygus scouting videos myself and Kerry Siders shot a few year ago.  Scouting for fleahoppers and Lygus are 

very similar.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epVctkRkTHs     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfSM8jF_Rqs 

 

   

Photos from central Swisher, the Hale/Swisher line, and southern Hale 

all showing serious square drop form fleahopper damage. 

Weed flush with residual breaking following heavy rains and weed 

pressure. 

Fleahopper nymph on our 

dropcloth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epVctkRkTHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfSM8jF_Rqs


Corn & Sorghum 

 I believe our last sorghum field has finally been planted.  With so much going on and 

wet fields, it has been an uphill battle.  Our oldest corn is starting to tassel and our oldest sor-

ghum is starting flag leaf while the bulk of our grain fields are still in various stages of whorl 

from V3-V10.  We are still not seeing much in the way of pests in either crop at this point while 

we did not a slight increase in fall armyworm and bollworm (corn earworm and sorghum head-

worm) whorl feeding.  This is still running less than 2% foliage damage at the highest and com-

monly less than 1% with plenty of fields without damage.  Diseases remain light although we did 

note some in sorghum this week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blayne Reed 

AgriLife Extension Service / Texas Pest 
Management Association 

  
225 Broadway, Suite 6 
Plainview, TX 79072 

Tel: 806.291.5267 
Fax: 806.291.5266 

E-mail: Blayne.Reed@ag.tamu.edu 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will pro-

vide equal opportunities in programs and 

activities, education, and employment to all 

persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, 

national origin, age, disability, genetic infor-

mation, veteran status, sexual orientation or 

gender identity and will strive to achieve full 

and equal employment opportunity throughout 

Texas A&M AgriLife. The information given 

herein is for educational purposes only. Refer-

ences to commercial products or trade names 

is made with the understanding that no dis-

crimination is intended and no endorsement by 

the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is 

implied nor does it imply its approval to the 

exclusion of other products that also may be 

suitable. 

We’re ONLINE 

  
find current and past  

Newsletters and IPM Reports   

as well as out latest  

High Plains Weekly IPM 

“Radio” Podcast  

at Plains Pest 

Bugosphere  
https://

halecountyipm.blogspot.com 

For quicker pest alerts 

register at 

Pest Patrol Hotline 
www.syngentapestpatrol.com   

 

Listen to us on the Radio  

https://www.facebook.com/Plains-Pest-Management-for-Hale-Swisher-199278620682556/
https://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/
https://agrilife.org/lubbock/files/2020/06/High_Plains_6.3.2020.mp3
https://agrilife.org/lubbock/files/2020/06/High_Plains_6.3.2020.mp3
https://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/
https://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/
http://www.syngentapestpatrol.com
https://www.facebook.com/Plains-Pest-Management-for-Hale-Swisher-199278620682556/
https://twitter.com/PlainsPestMgmt

