
General Status 

Fields are just starting to dry out.  Hopefully for not too long, but at least long enough to get our 

crops evaluated, decisions made, and field work accomplished.  We still do not have a good handle 

on our planted or crop status yet.  Only in the past few days have we been able to make any 

scouting rounds.  We will be working heavy this weekend and early next week at both evaluated 

field establishment and planting our remaining research trials.  Despite something of a ‘rough’ 

establishment period that is ripe with seedling diseases, no heat unit accumulation, hail, 

wireworms, chilling injury, and more, I have heard no one complain about the rains.  It has been 

plentiful enough that just about every field to my knowledge has had several inches accumulate 

across the entire region.  It certainly feels like we are in pretty good shape despite issues.  We 

certainly have fields that will fail to establish, and we have missed planting windows.  But we also 

have dryland fields actually establishing this year, good replant options, and best of all, some 

moisture to work with. 
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  Cotton 

 The fields we have been able to scout in the last few days have only been the fields that received the least about of weather 

from the latest events.  Most fields should be accessible for scouts by now, but it is just tough to be everywhere at once.  That might 

be something many of us have in common over the next few days as we expect to have some days acceptable for field work upcom-

ing.   

 The fields we have been able to scout have been 

in surprisingly good shape, although some have definitely 

failed.  Our stand counts averaged from the upper 

30,000’s to upper 40,000’s plants per acre for our older 

irrigated fields.  Of those that failed, our irrigated popu-

lations were well below 20,000 with very little hope of 

more coming up due to a plethora of issues affecting those seedlings still pushing.  I am not sure if the older/younger cotton field 

survivability trend will continue as we progress across more acres.  I do know the fields we have looked at already should represent a 

higher-than-average percentage of older fields from our PPM scouting program cotton fields.  Based upon all the issues these seed-

lings have and are working through, I do suggest that if you are not happy with your plant stands or the health of those stands by mid-

week next week that alternate options be considered due to realistic profitability expectations. 

 Our oldest field this week was consistently at the 3rd true leaf stage while our youngest is still in the intended planting zone.  

Thrips were higher in these fields than expected with some fields averaging over 2 

thrips per true leaf stage and more than half the fields exhibiting thrips that were 

higher than the economic threshold of 1 thrips per true leaf stage.  These fields 

might be the exception to the rule as they were indeed older with seed treatments 

playing out and were in very near vicinity of many wheat acres.     

Older SE Swisher Cotton Field in surprisingly good shape, but with thrips issues. 

Younger N Hale field that has established well despite hurdles.  

Thrips on a cotton terminal, photo by: Suhas 

Vyavhare. 



Sorghum & Corn 

 It is a similar situation for our grain and hay crops in that we have not been able to scout very many fields.  What we have 

scouted so far looks a tad ragged but remains in pretty good shape.  Generally speaking, our grain crops handle harsh weather better 

than cotton and should be of less concern.  The threat is not zero from the factors these fields have been through, and I suggest 

checking a sampling of roots and growing points for health and chilling injury signs as soon as practical.   

 We expect to see several regional fields replanted to these crops soon, and I encourage producers to consult with the re-

gions many qualified entomologists and agronomists to find the best varietal fit and quickly form a solid IPM and weed management 

plan for these fields.  Overlooking a seemingly minor detail could short-change another wise optimistic situation.   

 Our oldest corn scouted is at V7 stage and our oldest sorghum is at V6, but most fields are still averaging about V4.  We are 

still seeing any pests of note in the grain fields yet, but we are recognizing several early season disease and nutrient shortage clues.  

Sorghum and corn, as long as the growing point and roots are healthy, should grow out of these early disease issues with warmer 

weather and most of these nutrient deficiency signs are waterlogging related.   

 

2021 Hale & Swisher Limited Input Sorghum Variety Trial 

Early Season Agronomic Results 

 With an increase in interest in sorghum and new 

sorghum technologies this season we have placed a sorghum 

variety trial at the Halfway Station.  We were only able to 

place 6 early-mid maturity varieties in this large plot replicat-

ed trial, but these 6 lines were among the varieties generating 

the most interest. We have the top two company recommended lines for this maturity rating from Pioneer and Sorghum Partners 

along with two Advanta/Alta Seed lines.  Several of these lines have been breed for sugarcane aphid resistance and one represents a 

new technology release.   

Thank you to all these cooperating companies for working with us o this trial! 

Photo of  a weather event in progress from near Halfway this week. 



 This trial was planted on April 30th at 27,000 seed per acre, following our Texas A&M 

AgriLife SCA management plan for early planting and Texas A&M AgriLife recommended seed-

ing rate for sorghum given expected light irrigation inputs.  Following a moderately dry plant-

ing, the trial received 1-inch irrigation the day following planting but has since received nearly 7

-inches of cold rainfall and at least 3 light to moderate hails.  Today we were finally able to gath-

er our early season agronomic data.  This trial has experienced quite a bit of environmental ad-

versity so far but all plots remain viable for limited irrigation inputs in terms of stand counts.  

The data we collected today included plant per acre stand counts, vegetative growth stage aver-

age for each plot, and a 1-5 seedling vigor rating.  These early results are in the following table:  

 

 

 

 

 

Our adult bollworm moth traps have been placed this week. 
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We’re ONLINE 

  
find current and past  

Newsletters and IPM Reports   

as well as out latest  

High Plains Weekly IPM 

“Radio” Podcast  

at Plains Pest 

Bugosphere  
https://

halecountyipm.blogspot.com 

For quicker pest alerts 

register at 

Pest Patrol Hotline 
www.syngentapestpatrol.com   

 

Listen to us on the Radio  

https://www.facebook.com/Plains-Pest-Management-for-Hale-Swisher-199278620682556/
https://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/
https://agrilife.org/lubbock/files/2020/06/High_Plains_6.3.2020.mp3
https://agrilife.org/lubbock/files/2020/06/High_Plains_6.3.2020.mp3
https://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/
https://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/
http://www.syngentapestpatrol.com
https://www.facebook.com/Plains-Pest-Management-for-Hale-Swisher-199278620682556/
https://twitter.com/PlainsPestMgmt

