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This week our producers and associated industries are trying to see just how
much we can do at the same time with the least amount of sleep. We certainly have and have had a
lot of farming to do. Ilot of actions were delayed. Nothing in the field waits and we have several
stage, calendar, and size deadlines are running at us fast. But we are moving pretty fast too, and I
believe we are making up ground in the high heat. We have finally been able to make rounds to see
which fields survived and which fields and lost and are addressing the fields we were not able to
plant due to the extended rainy and cool weather of late May. The last of our intended and replant

cotton is going out this week and secondary crop seed is being ordered and moved to the field as

&

fast as possible. As we make those decisions
and form the plans into fruition, our pests,

both weed and insect, must also be
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~ addressed for our fields that survived.
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tall weeds as producers jump from planter to

sprayer repeatedly.

i

Dranc)

A

Cumulative Heat Unit
Calculator

Start Date End Date
4/26/2021 77 Corn 9/22/2021 =

Total Heat Units 731.75

Start Date End Date

552021 75 Cottom yyuppm Y

N T OBy [

F " INCHE )" GHADE D - ARE AS_ARE FCS

BO; ) _OR BELOW (BARORMAL

RS ARE["NERR-NORMAL Total Heat Units

Calculate

ACK LINI

90% 80% 70% 60% 50% 40% 33% 33% 40% 50% 60% 70% B80% 90%

Plains Pest Management News

Probability of Below | tormal | Probability of Above



Cotton

Our Plains Pest Management Scouting Program cotton ranges in
stage from germinating seed up to 4t trye leaf stage with most fields hover-

ing around cotyledon to 2" true leaf. Surviving fields have been through

quite a bit. This includes weather that was really too cool for cotton seed- = 2% 3 :

Southeastern Swisher cotton recovering this week.

lings for weeks, in moisture that promotes seedling discase, high winds, spot-

ty hail, and insect pressure. Thanks to that moisture, I do think most fields are going to be alright. The extreme heat of this week
has certainly separated the sickly plants from the surviving plants that can recover fully very quickly. Many seedling diseased plants
and those with extreme cold shock or heavy wireworm damaged roots were simply not healthy enough to survive the test. We have
noted several fields that failed that looked pretty good a few weeks ago coming up. While most of the surviving fields have seedling
development that seems a bit slow this week, we need to understand that these plants have been exposed to extremes in both direc-
tions and are actually recovering pretty fast. Ifeel pretty confident that a field estab-
lished with a minimum plant per acre population today (27,000 irrigated, 13,000
dryland) can be managed for profitability baring any extreme weather events in the

future.

ik Sl 2 Our thrips population has been below average so far this season. The
Southern Hale Cotton recovering this week.

weather and its extremes have undoubtedly had something to do with that. We are
still finding some fields over the recommended ET of 1 thrips per true leaf stage again this week. These treated fields were by far
the minority. We have even been able to hold off and not have to rush an over-the-top treatment in areas where we thrips treat-
ments are usually automatic. At least fields without dire weed issues. We are not out of the proverbial thrips threat yet; particularly
where drying wheat is nearby. Their population will recover, especially as our insecticidal seed treatments play out. We usually get

through 2" and maybe 3" true leaf with seed treatment control. With the delayed development of our sickly seedlings this year this

residual probably will not last that ‘long” while our already delayed development cannot affort to be delayed farther by thrips issues.
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Thrips Damage Rating Scale from o to 5.




Corn and Sorghum

Our PPM corn and sorghum continue to look rough but are developing well with healthy
growing points with the oldest taking full advantage of the moisture available. Our youngest grains
are yet to be planted and our oldest corn is at V6 stage with several fields zipping past several la-
beled herbicide cut-off stages we need to be aware of. We are still not picking up any pest of note
on our grain crops this week and make note of very light discase pressure. Dr. Pat Porter did ad-
vise us today that Lubbock County is experiencing a heavy fall armyworm moth flight the past few

days. This will not be shown in his weekly moth trap data from earlier in the week. If this flight

does move just a touch north, we should start to see whorl
feeding in grain in a few weeks. This issue is rarely economic
until we lose over 30% foliage or the larva feed down to the

growing point.
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NW Hale Sorghum and Cron that took m
weather damage developing normally into recovery.
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Whorl stage feeding rarely damages Weeds and crops are in danger of missing labeled
the grain or yields. treatment windows this week.
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Average number of fall armyworms per trap per week, 2021, Lubbock Texas. Averages based on two traps.
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