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Despite some cooler days, we have had enough hot weather and time without rainfall to
give us some clues as to our carly damaged and cold shocked crops and whether they have seriously
damaged and limited root systems, or if they will work well enough to develop crops properly.
There are some stressed dryland fields, but given the situation, I am starting to have confidence that
our crops roots have at least some worthy capacity to keep pace with fruiting and developmental
needs. The majority of our cotton is blooming and setting fruit well, but just barely, with larger
bolls being very hard to find and grain crops developing well. There remain many issues available
out there to sneak up on any field, but on the whole, few fields have so far hosted any economic
pest issues, weed control looks like a solid performance with a few missteps under unrelenting
pressure, and agronomic issues are running at least as well as hand-to-mouth in the worst situations.
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Plains Pest Management News




Cotton
This week our Plains Pest Management scouting program cotton ranged
in stage from "2 grown square to 7.2 NAWF (node above white flower) with most
fields coming in at % grown square to 1% bloom. I estimate that about 60-70% of
our cotton fields are blooming at this time. While there are few large bolls in field

yet, boll set and fruit retention has remained very good over the past few weeks,

correcting for a rough fruit set start in June. Our fruit drop ranged between 2.7% '
Late Swisher field developing well but not
and 29.2% with most fields falling between 3% and 12%. There are a few excep- in bloom yet this week.

tions this week in our program fields with fleahoppers being the only cause for higher drop in particular fields. Fleahopper popula-

tions do tend to increase through early summer and peak near the second wecek of bloom, at which point they are no longer an eco-

- nomic concern. Fleahoppers will then seck to feed either on pollen (and not
cause any damage to the blooms or bolls) or on bollworm eggs and worms
(where they actually become a beneficial). As this fleahopper population trend
continues in some fields this week, some are just not blooming yet, giving the
fleahopper nothing else to feed on except squares, causing the higher fruit loss,
often resulting in those fields coming in over 20% drop. These fields did re-

_ quire treatment this week. Fields that were in similar situations last week, the

Hale field setting its first bolls this week.
fruit loss reversed and retention increased post treatment quickly.
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We are still not seeing Lygus or bollworms in
our program cotton at any level yet, but the potential for
issues remain. We are picking up 2-3 bollworms per ear
in corn at this time with most caterpillars being in the 2"
instar, but did not see any clue in our program cotton.
We began gathering data from a sentinel plot designed to

monitor the efficacy of differing Bt technologies this

week. In that trial, we are gathering a ridiculous amount

A PPM drop cloth showing several and blasted/
dropped squares from a Hale County data set.

of data from plant inspections, in the neighborhood of

250 whole plant inspection at once, plus about 1,500 fruit



damage inspections. For a reference as to pressure from bollworms this week, we found only
243 eggs per acre and an even less noticeable worm population in the non-Bt plots. With known
. /:’ resistance afoot and a proven resistance level this year in other growing areas to the south, we
really should be scouting all Bt technologies for bollworms and following our old standby thresh-
olds of 8,000-10,000 bollworms per acre or 6% harvestable fruit damage. For other Lepidopter-
an cotton pests, such as beet armyworm or cabbage looper, all Bt types are giving very good con-
trol at this time. We are picking up some noticeable pressure in our non-Bt fields, but little

more than a hint of damage in our Bt fields.

For the past few weeks, we have had several reports about

Bollworm egg on leaf.

populations off to our east with economic false chinch bug infestations

that often-reached economic levels. In our farthest eastern fields, we are picking up this pest at an in-
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creasing but still sub-economic level. Please consult our cotton insect guide for control and ET sugges- \ :
(%%

tions. A good rule of thumb for pre-bloom cotton is 25 false chinch bugs per plant. These pests could Juvenile Adult

cause square loss from direct feeding or general plant feeding in very heavy numbers.

Corn

Our program corn ranged in stage from V5 to early dough stage with most older fields being around blister stage. Pollina-
tion looks to have gone pretty well through the key developmental stages with timely irrigation for our fields but not perfect with a
few periodic tips and kernels blank. This is far below the potential loss dur-

ing the high heat the fields experienced but is a testament to timely agro-

nomic inputs from our growers understanding key needs at key times during -

stress situations.

Surprisingly, our banks grass mite population is not blooming in the
post-tassel, heated situation. For most fields our mite damage ratings were

Photo from a 4 damage rated BGM area. A —2 leaf with large
BGM colony along both sides of the mid-rib.

well below 1 on the Texas A&M AgriLife 0-10 mite damage rating scale with

3.5-4 being ET. Only one field ranged notably higher with an across the



field average rating of 1.63. This field had a few small pockets of mites at ratings of 3and 4. We are
noting a healthy population of mite destroyer beetles and their larva around most mite colonies help-

ing keep them in check.
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Spider Mite Destroyer

No fall armyworms or western bean cut-
" worms were found in our post-tassel fields this week but some feeding was noted
in whorl stage corn. Disease issues seem to be holding steady at light with multi-
ple pathogens infield at low levels. The bollworms (also corn earworm if you

prefer) we are finding in our corn should be of limited or no economic signifi-

cance as they compete for dominance limiting the damage to only the ear tip.

Photo showing pretty good but not perfect pollination
with some CEW tip feeding this week in Hale.

Sorghum

Our program sorghum ranged in stage from V4 to early bloom.
We again found limited pest issues in our sorghum. We did discover
sugarcane aphids (SCA) in our research plots at Halfway this week at an
early infestation level of about 10% infested V10 stage plants and an
average of 0.25 aphids per leaf. We will be watching all of our fields for

SCA very closely. We found no sorghum midge or headworms on our

few blooming heads but did note more light whorl stage feeding from

Late Hale sorghum field is getting its sorghum herbicide treatment
this week. Most sorghum herbicides must be applied before Vs.

both CEW and FAW. A very few yellow sugarcane aphid damaged

leaves were found this week on older whorl sorghum and one
pocket of BGM were found in a field otherwise short of insect
activity. Greenbugs have been absent from any of our checks

) this year so far. Our latest sorghum is hurriedly getting sor-

g ghum herbicides applied to keep those issues at bay. We should

still be checking all blooming fields for sorghum midge daﬂy.

A gt 4 v - 2%
Light sorghum midge damage shown during early dough. If midge are not
managed during bloom stage this could be a hint of the result.



Agenda:
9:00 Registration

915 Dr.)im Bordovsky, St. Research Scientist
Cotton lrrigation Scheduling Trials and
Other Irrigation Management News

10:00 Blayne Reed, EA-IPM Hale, Swisher, & Floyd
Auxin Herbicide Drift Trial/Demo

1045 Dr. Wenwei XU, Corn Geneticist, Texas A&M
Corn Improvement Program, Fumonisin
Resistance Breeding, Drought Tolerance

11:00 Dr. Suhas Viyavhare, District Cotton Ent.

Bollworm Bt Update, Bollworm
Efficacy Trial Results, Pest
Expectations for August 2019

11.15 Blayne Reed, EA-1PM Hale, Swisher, & Floyd

Suaarcane Aphid Research Trials,
Bollworm/Headworm Efficacy Trials

11:30 Dr. Jourdan Bell, District Agronomist
Managing Late Grain Crops or Damaged
Cotton Q&A

12:00 LUNCH Provided
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225 Broadway, Suite 6
Plainview, TX 79072

Tel: 806.291.5267
Fax: 806.291.5266

E-mail: Blayne Reed@ag.camu.edu Hale, Swisher, & Floyd Bollworm moth traps showing not much activity this week.

2019 Adult Bollworm Moth Trap Catches
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regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, Date

Extension Service serve people of all ages

religion, sex, disability or national origin.

The information given herein is for educational
purposes only. References to commercial products
or trade names is made with the understanding
that no discrimination is intended and no
endorsement by the Texas A&M Agrilife
Extension Service is implied nor does it imply its
approval to the exclusion of other products that

also may be suitable.

We’re on the air...

“All Ag, All Day” Btnyna Reed

Check out our IPM updates with
the crew from All Ag, All Day—
900 AM KFLP or 800 AM KDDD




