
General Status 

 It has been a few weeks since our last newsletter.  During this time, some pests continue 

to try and make nuances of themselves.  Several are just too late via calendar date and / or crop 

stage to be an economic concern, but there are a few in select fields that we have been forced to 

deal with.  Mostly I am referencing alfalfa and the green cloverworm along with sorghum and 

sorghum type hay crops for headworms and sugarcane aphids.  We have even had some concerns in 

wheat already from fall armyworms.  Meanwhile, most of us have harvest, and harvest aids, and 

weather conditions for the next few weeks to months on our minds as we look to get our crops in.  
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Cotton 

 None of our Plains Pest Management scouting program cotton fields are ready for harvest aids quite yet.  Our most mature 

fields came in this week at 48% open boll, 5 NACB, with a boll maturity rating of 2.18.  Our youngest field came in this week at 4% 

open, 8.2 NACB, with a boll maturity rating of 1.09 and could be considered quite lush and even rank.  For several fields in situa-

tions similar to our youngest fields, we recommended quite a bit of managed maturity treatments this week.  I also like what I see 

for utilizing this 3/8 rate of PPO in dealing with lighter yielding but regrowthy cotton this week.  For a full description of this type 

of treatment, please see our Plains Pest Management Newsletter releases for September 16, 2016 or September 11, 2015 at http://

hale.agrilife.org/newsletters/IPM/.  

 When making decisions about harvest aid readiness for your fields, I urge producers and consultants to monitor closely the 

three main standard factors in cotton, percent open boll, nodes above cracked boll, and the sharp knife (boll maturity rating) tech-

nique.  There are several subtle nuances but for the most part, when any one of these three factors are met, the field is ready for 

harvest aids.  Tommy Doederlein, EA-IPM Dawson & Lynn, had an outstanding explanation of these measure and how to take them 

in his September 10, 2016 newsletter:  

http://hale.agrilife.org/newsletters/IPM/
http://hale.agrilife.org/newsletters/IPM/


 

Close up of a Swisher Field that should have plenty of 

time to finish, but is not ready harvest aids yet. 

Uppermost harvestable boll maturity rating of 2.3 from 

a Hale field this week.  The field averaged 2.18 . 

Photo from a Hale field at 6 NACB. 



Sorghum & Corn 

 We had little activity in our late corn this week.  These fields are finally reaching late dent stage and developing past most 

serious disease issues and is now unattractive to bollworms / corn earworms.  The rust diseases, both common and Southern are 

common in most fields but have run their course with limited impact and little fresh disease spread.  We will remain watchful for 

spidermites until the fields develop past this pest too, but our populations have been low for the past few weeks. 

 We still have plenty going on in sorghum.  There remain many are sorghum fields still at risk and attractive to headworms 

(bollworms and fall armyworms) and a population of worms looking for a good host.  Predators continue to build and have aided us 

in the headworm fight greatly in sorghum and cotton this year.  In our later sorghum fields we are finding around 0.8 to 4 head-

worms per head, but very few, if any worms reaching a size larger than ½ inch in length, the size headworms need to be to be a true 

economic problem.  Predation and parasitism look to me to be the leading cause for the ‘disappearance’ of worms in our sorghum 

before they become an economic issue. 

 The problem for our more mature sorghum, currently past economic concern for headworms, and our later sorghum re-

mains the sugarcane aphid.  Through our differing research projects and field experience we are getting a better understanding of this 

aphid, but not soon enough.  Over the past month, the aphid has gone from a difficult but manageable pest up to a pest in overdrive.  

What exactly kicks this pest in to overdrive is not known.  We have had to treat 100% of our sorghum fields for this pest to date.  

Even the area’s earliest planted sorghum, with harvest de-

layed due to weather, now has concerns over the aphid and 

harvest issues.  Several fields are now being treated late or 

are under consideration harvest aids to speed harvest before 

the aphid causes combine clogging or lodging issues.  Many 

of these harvest aids treatments are being mixed with Mala-

thion.  Malathion will not offer much SCA control, but has 

shown to reduce the chances of aphid harvest issues by 50% 

by chasing the aphid from the head while offering a 7 day 

PHI.  The PHI for a full treatment of Sivanto or Transform 

is 14 days but should offer better insect control, if a second 

full application is needed. 

Photo from Dr. Jourdan Bell’s silage trial in Bushland.  The same 

silage variety, with the one on the right over ET for SCA and 

treated late. 



Alfalfa & Wheat 

 A few weeks ago, we gave an alert 

for green clover worms in soybeans and 

alfalfa in eastern areas of Floyd and Crosby.  

This week, we have found this pest in our 

PPM alfalfa fields doing serious damage.  

We are unsure what the exact ET is, but 

our average counts were 120 worms per 20 

sweep net sweeps with 15% defoliation.  

Last week these fields were at 0.67 green 

cloverworms per 20 sweeps with <1% de-

foliation.  We have reports from Floyd 

county alfalfa fields of complete defoliation 

from similar populations in 5 to 7 days. 

 I am getting reports of FAW in 

establishing wheat in areas north of Tulia 

and south of Canyon.  These populations 

are reported to be high enough to 

threaten stand establishment. 

 

 

Blayne Reed 

 

We’re on the air… 

“Tuesday’s with Blayne” from 

6:30—7:00 AM on the 

HPRN network on 1090 

AM KVOP-Plainview. 

“IPM Wednesdays” from 1:00-

2:30 PM on The FoxTalk 

950 Ag Show.  FoxTalk 

950 AM - Lubbock. 

“IPM Report with the Bruiser” 

from 7:06-7:15 PM on  

1470 AM KDHN -     

Dimmit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

225 Broadway, Suite 6 
Plainview, TX 79072 

 
Tel: 806.291.5267 
Fax: 806.291.5266 

E-mail: Blayne.Reed@ag.tamu.edu 

 

For quicker pest alerts- 
 

Plains Pest 

Bugoshere:  
  http://

halecountyipm.blogspot.com/ 
 

Pest Patrol Hotline, 

registration at: 

www.syngentapestpatrol.com 
 
 

Educational programs by the Texas  A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service serve people of all ages regardless 

of socioeconomic level, race, color, religion, sex, 

disability or national origin.                                                                                  

The information given herein is for educational 

purposes only. References to commercial products 

or trade names is made with the understanding that 

no discrimination is intended and no endorsement 

by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is 

implied nor does it imply its approval to the 

exclusion of other products that also may be 

suitable. 

http://

hale.agrilife.org 

WEB 
Photo of just a few alfalfa stems shaken onto a 

drop cloth with several green cloverworms 

Cloverworm defoliation spots starting to show in 

a Swisher alfalfa field. 
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2016 Adult Bollworm Moth Trap Catches 

Hale

Swisher

Floyd


