
General Status 

 While it has been a miserable week of high heat for hardworking producers and field 

scouts, it has been a needed week of recovery for our late or damaged crops.  For our most recently 

damaged fields, it was a week of decision.  Several fields in western and southwestern Hale were 

lost to weather events of last week.  Planning (sometimes with plan C or even plan D) and re-

planting are fairly common in the impacted areas.  We expect quite a few acres will go to a late 

corn or sorghum option while some others might be left as layout for the summer, possibly to be 

planted as wheat in the fall.   

 For the crops recovering, we are seeing some major progress in the right direction.  The 

high heat has brought plenty of heat units while most areas still had soil moisture to propel these 

crops forward.  Producers are making great headway in managing these crops, the pests attacking 

them, and the weeds robbing them.  The heat has also ignited most of our irrigation systems in our 

corn crops and in our drier areas for all crops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cotton 

 Our program cotton ranged from a very late planted germination up to pinhead square 

stage.  Most fields ranged between 2nd true leaf stage to pinhead square stage.   
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 The thrips pressure in our program fields really dropped off this week following treatments, a conclusion to most wheat 

harvest, and several fields developing past economic thrips damage.  We still have many fields at risk for thrips injury that are already 

moderately late and we will be watching them closely to prevent thrips damage from delaying them farther.  Our program thrips 

counts ranged from 0 per true leaf up to 1.12 thrips per true leaf with most falling under 0.2 thrips per true leaf.  Fields will remain 

at risk for thrips damage until pinhead square stage with an economic threshold of 1 thrips per true leaf stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The next pest we will be, and in several cases, already are dealing with in cotton is fleahoppers.  Fleahoppers have several 

preferred host but these guys primarily feed on silver leaf nightshade (SLN) and jump to 

nearby cotton once the silver leaf nightshade has been destroyed by herbicide or tillage.  

Fields heavy with SLN are much more likely to develop economic problems with 

fleahoppers than those without.  Adults are about 1/7th of an inch long, extremely 

flighty, and pale green to greenish white in color.  Nymphs of this true bug are smaller 

than the adult, lack wings, but are otherwise very similar.  Fleahopper nymphs may ap-

pear similar to the nymphs of a freshly hatched Lygus at first glance, but the lack of 

prominent dark spots on their backs and their slightly ‘grasshopper-like’ hind legs give 

them away.   Because Lygus are potentially much more economically damaging and not 

all cotton labeled insecticides will control both pests, identifying which pest is present in your field becomes very important.   

Typical field-thrips population in Swisher & Hale following treatment. 



 Even though cotton is only a secondary host for fleahoppers they 

will can cause significant yield loss if present at economic levels.  They 

feed by stabbing their proboscis or piercing-sucking mouthparts into de-

veloping squares and feasting upon the nutrient rich contents.   Once a 

square has been fed on, the cotton plant will usually shed the square, even 

if the feeding damage is comparatively light.  We recommend that field 

scouts use dark colored beat-sheets to quickly find and identify cotton fleahop-

pers.  Whole plant inspections in conjunction with the use of these ‘drop-cloths’ are necessary to fully determine both the popula-

tion of fleahoppers and the damage they are inflicting upon a cotton field.  The economic threshold for fleahoppers in match head 

stage cotton is 35% infested plants with 90% square set or worse.   

 This week our fleahopper counts in fields suceptable to fleahopper damage ranged from 0 to 20% infested terminals with 

most fields indicating 100% square retention and no fields retaining less than 98% of their squares.  All fleahoppers that we found 

this week were adults.  We will be watching fields closely for the fleahoppers and associated economic square drop. 
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Corn & Sorghum 

 For both corn and sorghum, our youngest program acres are still seed in the bag, likely being picked up by the producers 

this weekend and planted behind the weather destroyed acres asap.  Our oldest corn came in at a V11 stage, but I have noted some 

area corn starting to tassel.  Our oldest sorghum came in this 

week at V8 stage.  We still have no pests of note in either crop 

at this time, which includes the sugarcane aphid in sorghum.  

We can still find the occasional spidermite colony in corn mar-

gins, but predators are starting to become a factor and making it 

harder to find them. 

Fleahopper damage—”blasted 

square” 

Six-spotted thrips—specialized mite 

predator. 



Grasshoppers 

 For another straight year we look to be inundated by a very large population of grasshoppers of multiple species.  From 

differential grasshoppers, spur-throat grasshoppers, Carolina grasshoppers, banded-wing grasshoppers, slant-faced grasshoppers, red-

winged grasshoppers, and more, we seem to have plenty of species at work again.  Every area of Hale, Swisher, & Floyd seem to 

have plenty of these veracious pests, but again the population seems heaviest to the north, with more native pasture and CRP acting 

as the perfect habitats for this problem to develop.   

 All grasshopper species I am aware of locally will only have one generation per year.  Their eggs are laid shallowly in or on 

the soil and will typically hatch from early spring through early summer, species and conditions depending.  Due to the lack of shel-

ter for the eggs, pre-

dation and weather 

usually take a heavy 

toll on the grasshop-

per population.  We 

tend to see our heavi-

est grasshopper out-

breaks in drought years, when there are fewer weather events to thin the eggs and hatching nymphs and fewer predators to feed up-

on the young grasshoppers.  The past few years have not followed this textbook pattern and we are left to hypothesize as to why we 

still have so many grasshoppers again.  Perhaps during our recent drought years, the population has just been so high, that the grass-

hopper predators have not caught up.  Regardless of what reason we can come up with for the grasshopper barrage, they are here 

again and will be finding their unwelcome way into every environmental niche we have locally.  I hesitate to contemplate the mil-

lions and likely billions to trillions of tons of forage these grasshoppers are and will be robbing from our pastures and drought recov-

ering cow-calf herds but everything from our grain fields, garden crops, to Grandma’s flower beds are at risk.   

 It takes a tremendous amount of damage for grasshoppers to be an economic pest in corn and sorghum, unless they begin 

feeding on the head or ears containing the precious grain.  Even during the heavy onslaughts of the past few seasons, most of our 

program acres only had to treat a few field margins.  It is a different story for our hay, gardens, flowers, and commercial garden 

crops.  This is partly due to the field sizes, but also the value of the plants attacked.   



 The majority of this grasshopper population has hatched and been growing and devel-

oping for several weeks now but today most are still nymphs.  As the grasshoppers reach adult-

hood, they will become even more mobile, just at a time of the summer we are conducting man-

agement of the habitat they like to call home first and/or the weather turns dry.  So, as that back 

alley or lot gets mowed, the cattle turned in native pasture, and the CRP grasses start to dry 

down, be on the lookout and expect to have these pests move into our more high value areas.  

There are many good and labeled grasshopper products available.  There are far too many crops, 

situations, and scenarios to go into product suggestions here, so please consult the product label 

for details, especially if the family pet will be in or near any area to be treated for grasshopper 

control.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blayne Reed 

We’re on the air… 

“Tuesday’s with Blayne” from 

6:30—7:00 AM on the 

HPRN network on 1090 

AM KVOP-Plainview. 

“IPM Wednesdays” from 1:00-

2:30 PM on The FoxTalk 

950 Ag Show.  FoxTalk 

950 AM - Lubbock. 

“IPM Report with the Bruiser” 

from 7:06-7:15 PM on  

1470 AM KDHN -     

Dimmit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

225 Broadway, Suite 6 
Plainview, TX 79072 

 
Tel: 806.291.5267 
Fax: 806.291.5266 

E-mail: Blayne.Reed@ag.tamu.edu 

 

For quicker pest alerts- 
 

Plains Pest 

Bugoshere:  
  http://

halecountyipm.blogspot.com/ 
 

Pest Patrol Hotline, 

registration at: 

www.syngentapestpatrol.com 
 
 

Educational programs by the Texas  A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service serve people of all ages regardless 

of socioeconomic level, race, color, religion, sex, 

disability or national origin.                                                                                  

The information given herein is for educational 

purposes only. References to commercial products 

or trade names is made with the understanding that 

no discrimination is intended and no endorsement 

by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is 

implied nor does it imply its approval to the 

exclusion of other products that also may be 

suitable. 

http://

hale.agrilife.org 
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