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General Status

With a few weeks of open weather, producers have made a huge amount of progress

toward getting our crops in and off to a decent start. Now rain is again back seriously in the area

forecast as the last of our fields move from the bag to the fertile ground. Just about every field is off

to a late start this season, but we are underway with good deep soil moisture with the promise of
more rain. Hopefully, we can avoid the usual accompaniment of hail and damaging winds that

come with the spring storms.
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Wheat

Wheat in the Hale, Swisher, and Floyd still looks to be a touch late, much like our 2015
summer crops. To my knowledge, no wheat field in these counties has been harvested for grain
yet. That being said, it is maturing and turning well, starting that last critical drying stage before
harvest. I would estimate grain yields to be at least ‘average’ or better on the whole as the rains

have helped make and fill grain. There does seem to be a higher occurrence of several pathogens
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Cotton

eek our scouting program’s cotton ranged in stage from pushing to 4™ true leaf stage. The oldest fiel
and were somehow planted earlier in the month of May around the rainstorms. They have been thr
by seedling disease but look to be pulling through in survivable shape, ready to sluff of the last of the

our cotton is late in the cotyledon stage about to put on its first true leaves and growing rapidly.

find wireworm pressure in all fields we are checking this season. This pressure is light in general an:

ents seem to be holding the wireworms well enough for a healthy stand to establish.



tions point to this being a

or thrips. Thus far the pres-

g in our program is light.

s count our scouting has found

thrips per plant with more

s returning with zero thrips
ecked. The thrips could still

area wheat that is still some-

e producers and consultants Two cotton varieties in a Swisher County Cotton Variety Trial, June g, 2015

thrips scouting. Their move-
layed, just as both of these crops are. Cotton will be susceptible to thrips damage until the field e
ead to match-head. Until then, our economic threshold remains 1 thrips per true leaf stage. Pre

pest present have been good to excellent thus far.

Corn & Sorghum

gram’s corn stages ranged from radicle to V7 with the majority coming in between V3 and V5. 1
our corn and sorghum as light with one exception. In our non Bt or refuge corn acres, we are s
(FAW) damage in about 4 to 10% of the whorls. In this vegetative stage corn, our best estimate i
uch like the pressure we noted in vegetative sorghum 2014 that caused nothing but superficial da
toes regarding the FAW again this year. The latest adult trap numbers for adult FAW in Hale and
ion entomologist district 2, Lubbock counties, is very high and on the increase again. The adult ¢
in one of our corn fields in northern Swisher seem to have dissipated from that location this week.

is pest on a.ny Ccorn on corn ground.

ghum stages this week have progressed from seed in the barn to V2 up to in the planter to V4. We
t pest in sorghum yet, but we do need to be monitoring for FAW very soon, sugarcane aphid IPM

with our weed control as we finish getting this crop started much later than we intended.
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We’re on the air...

“Tuesday’s with Blayne”
from 6:30—7:00 AM
on the 1090 Agri-
Plex Report on 1090
AM KVOP-

2015 fall armyworm pheromone trap captures (moths per week) at Lubbock.
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Adult Bollworm Trap Catches 2015

Tomatoes

This week I made note of some whiteflies hovering around and feeding on some of our

area tomato production fields and a few tomatoes showing symptoms of virus. Under the worst

case scenario, these whiteflies will act as a vector to transmit these tomato killing viruses. A two

-day spray schedule with a rotation of labeled pesticides might be called for if you note whiteflies

nosing around your tomatoes.

Blayne Reed




