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EXTENSION Since our last newsletter there have not been any major pest issues as most have been
quiet and fairly hard to find in the field. Additional rain events, sometimes with scattered hail and

other severities, have blessed our area again. The rains solved for a short time any potential seed

bed and seed depth placement issues for dryland plantings. Meanwhile, we have been very busy

through the area assessing the viability of cotton plants, stands, and ultimately the profitability of
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whole fields. Several irrigated cotton fields, especially from Plainview north, have been justly
zeroed by insurance. Producers do not seem quite as grumpy about a needed replant due to their
soil moisture situation and outlook and fields that have survived the 1000 pin-prick spring with

strong enough stands to remain profitable have begun to recover.
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Replant Options

Sorghum looks to take the vast lead as our number one replant or secondary
crop option this season with late corn being a distant second. These are far from the

only options available to producers. Each choice comes with a full list of advantages,

INS

disadvantages, and management options, all far too long to list in depth here. | urge

producers to utilize “2014 Alternative Crop Options after Failed Cotton and Late-Season

Crop Planting for the Texas South Plains”, a publication authored by Dr. Calvin Trostle

and Dr. Mark Kelley. This publication is available online at http://lubbock.tamu.edu/



http://lubbock.tamu.edu/

Replant Burndown Options

it comes to cleaning out a failed cotton field to make way for a secondary crop there are s
0 not necessarily involve a plow and the potential soil moisture loss that opening the grou
f that secondary crop can utilize differing herbicide MOA (modes of action) from cotton th

an opportunity to clean out some of those pesky volunteer cotton plants and glyphosate re

today Dr. Wayne Keeling, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Weed Scientist in Lubbock, and |
e subject. When | asked Dr.

5 list of preferred herbicides

h cleanout any surviving

a healthy kick in on the
population here is what he

2 are some pretty good op-

e for this. From the top |

) list products such as ET, Aim,
They can really do a nice job on young cotton, those small plants, but they might have trc
cotton or weeds have any size to them. One that producers might nc
right away would be to use Ignite in this situation, if the failed cotto
Ignite could also catch a lot of weeds glyphosate could be missing if
those weeds small enough. | really like the idea of mixing Roundup
producers will be planting sorghum. Those two products really see
other up and you get two weeks’ worth of unique residual that can b
time to get your sorghum started without too much weed pressure.
» your cotton control will be from Sharpen in this situation. If everythi

* right with a good rate, it can get those seedlings pretty well, even if t
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# size to them.”



eling and | both agree that getting some residual herbicide out for sorghum with this exp

e recommended. By now, much of our pre-plant herbicides for the failed cotton will likel
and we should not be able to count on them to control weeds in our new sorghum field, e
sorghum to come up through it. For our sorghum, we will need new and additional optio
Jucers should get the described two weeks of unique residual weed control. This would b
mendation. Mixing other products such as Milo Pro, Atrazine, or even Dual with any of t
gnite treatments would get us another layer of residual weed protection. With choosing
x, we would certainly be taking advantage of an opportunity to hit these weeds with that
eling did go on to caution producers about considerations about this potential treatment
t season, “We are making this application fairly late in the growing season and it is possi
p an additional few weeks. Very high amounts of Atrazine carryover into next season is a

pect producers to either use a lighter rate of Atrazine, or just use Milo Pro to start with.”

Cotton

ogram cotton ranged in growth stage from regrowth (damaged and re-growing from alte
ent to 2™ true leaf stage) to beautiful, vibrant fields already at pinhead square stage. Thr
has been light, ranging fro
! t00.84 per plant. Despite
| ly low thrips numbers, we
* ! mended treatment for thri
our recovering cotton field
just need a break from an
chewing on them to recov
lay. For these damaged fi
d be 0.5 thrips per true leaf stage or less in place of the full 1 thrips per true leaf stage.

hopper populations or early fruit loss in cotton at this time.



Sorghum and Corn
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Partners with Noture

These two crops continue to look very good. Many producers are looking at finishing

fertilizer applications as soon as time allows. Our stages form our program fields this week

225 Broadway, Suite 6
Plainview, TX 79072

ranged from “I suspect it will be planted by this next week” to V10(X) with most early sorghum

Tel: 806.291.5267 coming in at V5 to V8. We have been picking up some small colonies of BGM (Banks Grass
Fax: 806.291.5266
E-mail: Mites) in the Edmonson area, but colonies were very small, only on the lowest two leaves, and

layne.Reed@ag.tamu.edu

lightly populated.

Blog: Dr. Pat Porter, District 2 Entomologist, has been running very high FAW (Fall
http://halecountyipm.blogspot.com/

armyworm) moth trap numbers for several weeks now at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

Pest Patrol Hotline,
registration at: Center in Lubbock. Pat extrapolated his trap numbers from early this week to project a weekly

www.syngentapestpatrol.com
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count of 1,264. The three year average for FAW trap numbers per week should be 32. Gary
Cross, CEA Hale, is trapping FAW in Hale County. This last week he trapped 130 FAW at Half-

http://
hale.agrilife.org

way. This is high and well above our average also. It is expected that these FAW have been

migrating north on our storm or warm fronts. We can expect to start finding damage and ad-

ducational programs by the Texas A&M AgriLife
tension Service serve people of all ages regardiess | ditional moths soon. Today one FAW egg mass was found in corn near Edmonson, but no ma-
of socioeconomic level, race, color, religion, sex,
disability or national origin.
BRRRe 0 [ <ccin s for educational jor FAW whorl feeding has been noted in sorghum or non Bt corn in our program so far.
poses only. References to commercial products
trade names is made with the understanding that
o discrimination is intended and no endorsement
y the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service is
implied nor does it imply its approval to the
exclusion of other products that also may be

e verely mar the plants and provide a food source to build an economic FAW population from.

Non Bt corn and sorghum whorl feeding from FAW is rarely economic, but does se-

It would be the resulting successive generations of FAW feeding on sorghum heads, corn ears,

We’re on the air...

and cotton bolls that would be very problematic. The sheer size of the moth population that
“Tuesday’s with Blayne”

from 6:00—7:00 AM appears to be heading our way looks very daunting for our now late crop of grain and cotton. |
& from 12:30—1:00
PM on the 1090 Agri
-Plex Report on 1090
AM KVOP-
Plainview. proper time.

remain confident we can achieve good control if this potential FAW blitzkrieg truly materializ-

es, if fields are well scouted, pest properly identified, and the proper product is used at the

Please call or come by with any questions,

Blnyn&




