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General

Hot, dry conditions continue, although a few
areas had up to 0.25 inch rain last week-
end. This may have only provided a short
period of relief to irrigated crops. Some
early planted cotton is now entering bloom
and about 25% of corn was tasseling and
silking this past week. Plant height on tas-
seling corn was variable ranging from 60
inches to 89 inches tall. Most fields were
around 75 inches tall at tassel. Overall,
corn is about a foot shorter than the previ-
ous two years for this point in the growing
season.

Cotton

In general, most fields are in the second
and third week of squaring.  Percent
square set has been very good considering
the environmental conditions with counts
ranging from 85% to 98%. A few cotton
fleahoppers continue to be observed in ar-
ea fields and may not develop into a prob-

lem with the current drought conditions.

Spider mites remain in some area cotton,
but so far they have not caused major foli-
age damage. This is a pest which can de-
velop rapidly and cause substantial dam-

age with hot, dry conditions.

A few beet armyworms have been report-
ed by field scouts, but infestations remain
light at this time. This is a pest that thrives
during hot, dry weather. Some may re-
member the widespread outbreaks and
damage from beet armyworms which oc-
curred in 1980, a season somewhat similar

to this one.

Corn

Banks grass mite infestations continue
to be observed in all area corn fields.
Infestations are highly variable from a
few scattered colonies to fields which
are approaching 30% leaf damage in
the lower 1/3 of the plant. Six spot-
ted thrips has been the key predator
observed in area corn this past week.
In some cases 80% of the colonies
have been consumed by this predator
and in others only 10% of the colo-
nies have been effectively removed.
As corn enters the reproductive stage,
Banks grass mite populations can in-
crease at a much greater rate than
during pre-tassel. This is a time to
monitor fields closely. Miticide selec-
tion may be based on presence or ab-
sence of key mite predators. Oberon
miticide has been reported to have

less impact on beneficials than say our
old standard of Capture & Dime-
throate. Other products to consider
are Onager and Comite |l.
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Water

Some growers have had to abandon some of their corn ally keep cotton in good condition and yield potential
acreage due to limited water. The last week of June by supplying 75% of the water demand, which means
our crop water demands for corn were 0.50 inches per one would need an irrigation supply of six gallons per
day for 12 leaf corn and 0.57 inches per day for blis- minute per acre. So, if one has al20 acre circle of
ter stage corn. This would be 3.5 inches per week for  cotton, full demand could be met at 720 gpm flow
late whorl stage corn. This means to supply 80% of rate.

demand one would need about 8 gpm per acre well

capacity or irrigation total capacity.

Some have been concerned about pollination on corn.
We should be okay since most pollen is shed during the
morning hours when temperatures are cooler.

Some cotton also has to be abandoned due to inability
to keep up with water demands. Again the last week
of June squaring cotton had a water demand of 0.41
inches per day or 2.87 inches per week. We can usu-
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