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General

Scattered showers fell to the west of
Plainview on Thursday evening. Over
much of Hale and Swisher counties the
rainfall was not detectable. A few areas
on the far west side of Hale had reports
of 1/2 to 1 inch of rain, although | could
drive on most county roads in the area on
Friday morning. In Lamb county north of
Olton a small area received around 4
inches of rain.

Cotton

Many fields have reached or passed
peak bloom. Nodes above white flower
have ranged from O to 7. Most fields
have now fallen to 5 or less nodes above
white bloom. With excessive heat and
drought over the past two weeks square
and small boll shed has increased dra-
matically. Even fields that have been wa-
tered relatively recently are experiencing
fruit load adjustment. Larger bolls in
some fields have also shown the effect of
heat by having areas on the top side of
the boll dried out from the heat and
showing cracks along the carpel wall divi-

sions.

Corn

Banks grass mites continue to  feeding in mite colonies. In

Cotton insects remain light in general. Beet
armyworm hits are commonly found in fields
around the Kress and Edmonson areas, but
fruit damage generally remains light. Beet
armyworm larval populations have declined
in fields with a significant number of “hits”,
probably due to predators and parasites.
So far, no economically significant infesta-

tions have been observed.

Cotton bollworm eggs have been reported
in several fields, but generally have failed
to establish larvae in the field. Some larger
bollworms have been found feeding on
larger bolls in non-Bt cotton, but again they
have been below economic treatment levels.
Bollworm moths have been observed in a
number of fields so scouting for this pest
should continue in fields that are non-Bt, not

reached “cut out” and are well irrigated.

Lygus bug infestations remain light with the
highest populations only reaching about

10% of economic threshold.

Beneficials in cotton remain very good with
big eyed bugs, pirate bugs & lacewing lar-
vae common. Often | am not sure what they
are feeding on when pest populations are

so light.

Corn ranges from tassel to
100% dent with the moisture
line 50% down. A number of
fields have been harvested
early for ensilage where wa-
ter demands could not be
met. Grain harvest will not
be too far off, if hot weather
continues.

be the most reported pest in
corn. In general, populations
have stabilized or declined in
many fields treated with
Oberon and un-treated fields.
Spider mite destroyer lady
beetles, six spotted thrips,
pirate bug nymphs and lace-
wing larvae have been the
most common predators found

some fields that have had
excellent predator activity it
is difficult to find active mite
colonies in the damaged area
of the leaf. Corn earworms
are commonly infesting the
ears of Bt and non-Bt corn,
but in general damage is
light.
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Greg Cronholm, More fields entered the bloom stage this past week. Sor-
Extension Agent—IPM ghum midge should be scouted daily during the bloom

Emeritus period, since midge live only one day and new and dif-
ferent populations can occur daily. So far, | have not had
any reports of sorghum midge infestations, but August and

September are months in which we can encounter high

%g populations.
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